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SUBJECT: PRC'S 1976 NEW YEAR'S EDITORIAL 

SUMMARY: THE PRC NEW YEAR'S EDITORIAL THIS YEAR FOCUSES ON 
A DEFENSE OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 
IT CALLS ON CADRES NOT TO LOSE SIGHT OF CLASS STRUGGLE, 

EVEN UNDER THE CLOAK OF"STABILITY AND UNITY", AND CITES 
THE CURRENT EDUCATION DEBATE AS AN EXAMPLE. IT CLAIMS 
ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE GOALS OF THE FOURTH FIVE YEAR PLAN 
AND CALLS FOR EFFORTS TO FULFILL THE NEW PLAN'S GOALS, 

BUT OTHERWISE GIVES LITTLE ATTENTION TO THE ECONOMY. 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ARE TREATED ONLY BRIEFLY, WITH THE SOVIETS 
TAKING THE BRUNT OF THE ATTACK. MOSCOW IS DESCRIBED AS 
"THE MOST DANGEROUS SOURCE OF WAR TODAY" AND THE EDITORIAL 
DRAWS ON OE OF MAO'S RECENTLY RELEASED PEOMS TO DENOUNCE 
"GOULASH COMMUNISM". END SUMMARY. 
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1 . CHINA'S 1976 NEW YEAR'S JOINT EDITORIAL IS CHARACTERIZED 

BY A RINGING NEW THINGS REAFFIRMATION OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND 
THE SOCIALSIT NEW THINGS WHIC GREW OUT OF IT. THE TONE OF 
THE EDITORIAL IS SET BY TWO MAO POEMS-"CHINGKANGSHAN 
REVISTED" AND ” TWO BIRDS: A DIALOGUE- WHICH ARE PRINTED 
SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE EDITORIAL. BOTH POEMS DATE FROM 1965, 

JUST BEFORE THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. THE FIRST CALLS FOR 
BOLDNESS IN SEALING THE HEIGHTS AMID STIRRING IMAGES OF 
STRUGGLE; THE SECOND CONTRASTS CONFIDENCE AND TIMIDITY IN 
THE FACE OF A DISORDERED WORLD. THE INTEDNED EFFECT IS AN 
EXHORTATION ONCE AGAIN TO EMPHASIZE THE NECESSITY OF CLASS 
STRUGGLE. 

2. EMPHASIS ON THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION PERVADES THE EDITORIAL 
BUT IS PLACED IN A THEORETICAL CONTEXT. AS IN LAST YEAR’S 
EDITORIAL, GREAT STRESS IS PLACED ON STUDY. CLASS STRUGGLE 

IS A PROTRACTED ONE, AND CADRES MUST CONSCIENTIOUSLY STUDY 
TO GAIN A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF IT. THE EDITORIAL REPEATS 
THE USUAL LITANY OF SUBJECTS FOR STUDY AND CRITICISM: 

DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT, SHUI HU CHUAN, THE LIU 
SHAO-CHI/ LIN PIAO REVISIONIT LINE, CAPITALIST TENDECNIES 
AND BOURGEOIS RIGHTS. CMCFUCIUS HOWEVER, SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN CRITICIZED TO DEATH, SINCE HE RECEIVES NO MENTION. 

3. EDUCATION IS GIVEN GREAT ATTENTION AS THE CURRENT EXAMPLE 
OF ACUTE CLASS STRUGGLE. THE EDITORIAL CHARACTERZES THE 
RECENT "FARRAGO" (SIC) IN EDUCATION AS A DEVIATIONIST WIND 
ATTEMPTING TO REVERSE PREVIOUS VERDICTS AND AS A MANIFESTATION 
OF THE REVISIONIST LINE. WOULD-BE- EDUCATIONAL REFORMERS ARE 
IMPLICITLY CRITICIZED FOR THE FALLACY OF PLACING ECONOMICS 
OVER POLITICS, I.E. FOR DOWNGRADING CLASS STRUGGLE IN AN 
EFFORT TO DEVELOP CHINA'S SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL BASE. 

4. RATHER STARTLINGLY A NEW MAO QUOTE IS CITED THAT 
"STABILITY AND UNITY DO NOT MEAN WRITING OFF CLASS STRUGGLE". 

THIS REPRESENTS A CLEAR ATTACK ON THOSE IN THE LEADERSHIP 
WHOM MAO SEES AS USING THE PREVASIVE "STABILITY AND UNITY" 

THEME TO VERRIDE IDEOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND CREATED 
POLICIES WHICH MAO VIEWS AS INSUFFICIENTLY REVOLUTIONARY. 

ALTHOUGH THE CURRENT CONTEXT IS THE EDUCATIONAL STRUGGLE, 
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THIS QUALIFYING OF STABILITY AND UNITY HAS THE POTENTIAL 
FOR DISTRUPTION IN ANY NUMBER OF FIELDS. 

5. THE EDITORAIL GOES ON, HOWEVER, TO WARN THAT THE FIGHT 
AGAINST REVISIONISM MUST BE KEP UNDER CONTROL. THE " GREAT 
DEBATE" OVER EDUCATION MUST BE CONDUCTED UNDER PARTY 
LEADERSHOP: " NO FIGHTING GROUPS' SHOULD BE ORGANIZED". 

THE EDITORIAL REPEATS THE FORMULA "CURE THE SICKNESS TO SAVE 
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THE PATIENT" TO INDICATE THAT STRUGGLE IS TO BE DIRECTED 
AT WRONG IDEAS, NOT AT INDIVIDUALS. 

6. INCONTRAST TO LAST YEAR'S EDITORIAL, THE ECONOMY IS GIVEN 
RELATIVELY SHORT SHRIFT. THE EDITORIAL ANNOUNCES THAT 
GROSS INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT TARGETS FOR THE 
FOURTH YEAR PLAN JUST ENDED HAVE SUCCESSFULLY BEEN MET 
AND MAKES THE EXPECTED CALL FOR NEW EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT 
THE FIFTH FIVE YEAR PLAN, AS WELL AS TO LEARN FROM TACHAI 

IN AGRICULTRURAL, LEARN FROM TACHING IN INDUSTRY, AND PROMOTE 
SELF-RELAINCE. THERE IS NO REFERENCE, HOWEVER, TO THE GOAL 
SET AT LAST JANUARY'S FOURTH NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS OF 
BUILDING A POWERFUL MODERN SOCIALIST CHINA BY THE END OF THE 
CENTURY. 

7. AS IN THE PAST TWO YEARS EDITORIALS, EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

ARE TREATED ONLY BRIEFLY. THE EDITORIAL REHASHES MOST OF THE 
CLICHES OF CHINA'S WORLD VIEW, BUT TAKES A SLIGHTLY LESS 
ALARMIST POSTURE ON THE DANGER OF WAR, ARGUING THAT THE 
"FACTORS FOR BOTH WAR AND REVOLUTION ARE DAILY VISIBLY 
INCREASING." TAKING A THEME FROM ONE OF THE TWO MAO POEMS, 

THE EDITORIAL DECLARES PHONY "GOULASH COMMUNISM" IS BANKRUPT, 

A CHARGE WE ARE LIKELY TO SEE REPEATED IN FUTURE BLASTS AT 
MOSCOW. THE US IS MENTIONED BY NAME ONLY ONCE IN THE 
CONTEXT OF CONTENTION BETWEEN THE TWO HEGEMOIC POWERS, AND 
THE SOVIETS ARE NAMED AS "PRECISLEY THE MOST DANGEROUS SOURCE 
OF WAR TODAY." THERE IS THE STANDARD PLEDGE TO LIBERATE 
TAIWAN, BUT AGAIN THIS YEAR THERE IS NO PLEDGE OF SUPPORT 
FOR REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLES. 

8. THE EDITORIAL ALMOST COMPLETLY INGNORES THE ROLE OF THE 
PLA IN SOCIETY AND OMITS REFERENCE TO DEVELOPMENT OS DEFENSE 
INDUSTRIES. THE MILITARY AND MILITIA ARE MENTIONED ONLY 
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IN THE CONTEXT OF DEFENSE PREPAREDNESS, WITH NO ACKNOLEDGMENT 
OF THEIR TRADITIONAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ROLES. 

9. IN SPITE OF THE CHAIRMAN'S STIRRING POETRY, THIS YEAR'S 
EDITORIAL AT TIME SEEMS A BIT DEFENSIVE ABOUT CHINA'S 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS SINCE THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. IT ATTEMPTS 
TO REFUTE THE "FALLACY" THAT "THE PRESENT IS NOT AS GOOD AS 
THE PAST", BUT ADMITS SHORTCOMINGS IN THE FRUITS OF THE 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND CALLS FOR MEASURES TO PERBCT THEM. 

THE IMPRESSION IS THAT OF LEADERSHIP WHICH SEES 

CHINA'S REVOLUTIONARY ENTHUSIAMS SLIPPING, BUT WITH STILL 
HOEPS THAT IT CAN BE REGAINED WITHOUT RESORT TO ANOTHER 
DESTRUCTIVE MASS CAMPAGN. IN CONTRAST WITH 1975, PEKING 
SEEMS TO BE TURNING TO DIFFERENCT SORTS OF PROBLEMS AND TO 
HAVE ACCEPTED AS ALREADY REASONAABLY ACCOMPLISHED THEIR MAJOR 
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DRIVES TO ASSERT PARTY SUPREMACY AND TO BUILD A UNITY AND 
STABILITY CONSENSUS FROM THE CENTER TO THE BASIC LEVELS. 
CROSS 
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